The Egoli Greenmap

 Johannesburg is tree city - recognised for its many trees that give a green glow to the golden city.Yet ironically it suffers from a critical lack of open space. Rampant development and disregard for the importance of open space means that a valuable part of the life of this city is being lost. 

In North East Johannesburg there is a chance to change this picture. There are four distinct, yet related, open areas within walking distance of each other: Linksfield Ridge, Huddle Wetland, Rietfontein/Sizwe grasslands and the Jukskei River. Each of these ecosystems is precious in its own right and together make up about 5% of the cities open space.

* Linksfield Ridge is home to a number of geological, archaeological, biological and historical sites. A number of highly endangered species are present here. Mahatma Gandhi is recorded walking on the ridge. Indiscriminate development has, to date, caused landslides on both sides of the ridge.

* Huddle wetland is one of the few public golf courses in South Africa and part of a larger wetland system that influences the Juskei river.

*Rietfontein has at least 30ha of pristine Bankenveld grassland which is unique to the Highveld. Desmond Tutu was a patient at the TB hospital on the site and Cry the Beloved Country was filmed in one of its historic buildings. 

*The Jukskei is a vast water lifeline, linking the south side of Linksfield Ridge with the Huddle wetland, Rietfontein/Sizwe grasslands and continues past Alexandra to Hartebeespoort Dam and the Crocodile River.  It is heavily compromised by ad hoc development and sewerage seeping into the storm water system.

These 4 indivisible and invaluable biodiverse ecosystems can be sustained with the input of everyone in the community.

To stimulate interest and awareness, local residents have pooled their resources to explore new ways to protect this vast natural resource. They have introduced a tool called a Greenmap in order to invite the community to participate in taking possession of their environment. A Greenmap is a map assimilated through information supplied by people in the area - a grassroots phenomenon to create symbols of personal and public importance. People are asked to contribute their knowledge of cultural and environmental facts and resources pertinent to the area to the Egoli Greenmap team. The Greenmap System is a non-governmental organisation operating in more than 50 countries around the world. Through internationally recognized map symbols they support local map making initiatives. The Egoli Greenmap is the first Greenmap in the South Africa. The map will visually highlight environmental and historical resources that need to be protected and celebrated. In this way local residents can assimilate a collage of facts to support nurturing this area with environmentally friendly partnerships and initiatives.

To make the Greenmap we need your assistance. Anyone with information that could be added to the map is requested to contact the Greenmap team. 

 Email egoligreen@gmail.com or phone Marian Laserson at (011) 640-2345. For more info go to www.greenmap.org/egoli

